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High-Level Commitments Event on Women, Peace and Security Preparing for the 
20th Anniversary of 1325 

 
Speech of Sophia Dianne C. Garcia, Philippines 

 
I. Introduction 
 
Good afternoon. Thank you to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations of the 

Federal Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom; and UN Women for this 

opportunity to speak in this momentous event almost 20 years since the adoption of the 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. 

 

I was 6 years old when UNSCR1325 was adopted. It was a vital achievement, as it called 

for women’s meaningful participation in all decision-making levels in local, national, 

regional and international institutions and mechanisms for the prevention, management 

and resolution of conflict. I commend the international community for recognizing the 

important role of women and girls in sustaining international peace and security, not just 

in times of conflict, but also in creating a just and humane society. 

 

Nearly 20 years later, have we achieved the vision of this resolution in creating a society 

where women meaningfully participate at all levels of decision-making, in peacebuilding, 

conflict prevention and post-conflict reconstruction, including constitution-building?  

 

Have we translated this groundbreaking international law into a reality?  

 

According to UN Women, between 1990 and 2017, only 2 percent of mediators, 8 percent 

of negotiators and five percent of witnesses and signatories of all major peace processes 

around the world are women1. In my country, the Philippines, we are proud to have had 

the first woman signatory of a major peace agreement in the world. However, women and 

																																																								
1	http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-security/facts-and-figures 
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especially young women continue to face challenges to meaningful participation in the 

implementation of peace agreements. The	Global	Network	of	Women	Peacebuilders	(GNWP)	

in	2018	found	out,	 through	their	Global	Research	on	Sustaining	Peace	that	 in	 the	Philippines,	

some	of	the	challenges	to	women’s	participation	include	lack	of	channels/	platforms	for	women	

to	 engage,	 cultural	 and	 social	 norms	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 capacity	 to	 involve	 themselves	 in	 the	

process.2  

 

These numbers and situations, depict that, despite the progress that has been made, we 

have not fully reached the goals of UNSCR1325.  

 
II. Young Women+ for Peace and Leadership-Philippines 
 
I would like to share with you the Philippine experience of the Young Women+ for Peace 

and Leadership (YW+PL), formerly Girl+Ambassadors for Peace, a program of the 

GNWP, for which I am the local coordinator in the Philippines, implemented in partnership 

with the Center for Peace Education-Miriam College (CPE). We  are a network of  young 

women and LGBTQIA+ leaders from across the Philippines representing the academe, 

civil society, security, local government and indigenous people.  

 

Globally, the YW+PL program was launched in 2014 and is implemented in different parts 

of the world. In the Philippines, it began with a training on women, peace and security 

and its intersection with human rights and the media in February 2018. Since then, our 

network mobilized youth on issues of peace, gender equality and human rights-- through 

both online and offline initiatives. 

 

This program also became an avenue for us youth to raise awareness on the importance 

of building a culture of peace and people’s meaningful participation regardless of gender, 

race, religion, and culture. We are at the forefront of debates on youth participation in 

peacebuilding, conflict prevention, and sustaining peace. Our work covers advancing and 

																																																								
2	Based from a Global Research conducted by GNWP on Sustaining Peace in 2018.	
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advocating for peace, gender equality and human rights.  Through our initiatives, we have 

mobilized 4000 youth from diverse backgrounds – Christian, Muslim and Indigenous 

peoples –  from over 30 provinces, and increased their awareness that peace is not just 

the absence of war, but also access to justice and guarantee of well-being. We are also 

proud that three of our members from Mindanao have won local and youth council 

positions in the May 2018 elections. Their victory is critically important in dispelling 

patriarchal notions of leadership and breaking down the barriers to young women’s 

participation in political decision-making.   

 

The Philippines is facing major political events unfolding in 2019 such as national 

elections, impending constitutional change, and the plebiscites on Bangsamoro Organic 

Law. The upcoming national midterm elections serve as an opportunity to change the 

violent, misogynist and indecent narratives present in Philippine politics into constructive 

and respectful dialogues that will promote peace, justice and equality wherein young 

women will be active participants. Since there is a very low voter’s turnout among the 

youth in the previous elections, YW+PL is campaigning for young people to go out and 

vote critically and responsibly this coming midterm elections.  

Presently, our discussions on young people’s role in the BOL, the elections and 

constitutional change have reached over  200 youth leaders across the country, and we 

hope to reach at least four times as many. We hope these will mobilize the youth, who 

have the potential to change the political future of our country.   

As a project officer of CPE, Miriam College, I am involved in the center’s initiatives on 

peace education, advocating for justice, environmental protection, gender equality, youth 

participation and engaged citizenship; bridging bridges of understanding among different 

sectors; joining gender and disarmament campaigns; and participating in efforts on the 

peace process in the Philippines.  

Indeed, we have a long way to go. 
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III. Recommendations and Conclusion 
What can we do as one global community to move forward in translating into action 
the provisions of UNSCR 1325? I would like you to remember the word WOMAN 
which stands for: 
 

1. Work with different sectors and with the youth. I urge governments, civil society, 
and the United Nations to work with different sectors regardless of gender, 
race, religion, and culture in pushing for women and youth’s meaningful 
participation in decision-making at all levels, conflict prevention and 
sustaining peace.  
 

2. Opportunities. I call on governments, civil society, and the United Nations to 
provide opportunities for women and youth both through trainings and 

workshops on peace education, gender equality and human rights; investing in 

their capacities, agency, and leadership, and supporting the important work that 

they are doing.  

	

As emphasized in the Progress Study on Youth, Peace and Security; young 

women are tired of being stereotyped as “passive victims”. We need to be treated 

as partners for peace!  

 

3. Monitoring and evaluation. It is important to effectively monitor and evaluate 
the impact that the many initiatives for UNSCR 1325 implementation have on 
the lives of women, especially at the grassroots women.  
 

4. Always be innovative in coming up with solutions. One solution does not fit all.; 

and lastly, 

 

5.  Never stop. I urge everyone to continue our efforts, whether big or small.  
 



	 5	

Finally, as one of the great peacemakers, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, once said, “I alone 

cannot change the world, but I can cast a stone across the waters to create many ripples”.  

 

I believe the YW+PL, GNWP and CPE-Miriam College have begun creating ripples of 

change for women and youth to shape the future of their communities, their country and 

of the world.  

 

And, you can do it too.  

 

Thank you very much and a pleasant afternoon to all!  

 


