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EDITORIAL

THE BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE: A STRATEGY FOR CHINA
TO GAIN ULTIMATE POWER?

Mary Ysabelle Samantha A. Chikiamco
There have been several contentions from scholars and analysts regarding the
hidden strategy behind the implementation of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). For this reason, I assert that there are considerable negative implications
of the BRI strategy to China’s neighboring countries and to the region.
The Belt and Road Initiative, adopted in 2013, is China’s development strategy
that aims to reinforce its economic ties and augment mutual trust with the
world while, concurrently, promote its long-term development (Zhang, Z., 2018).
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China is known to be a country that

First, the approach that China is

ultimately seeks power and influence

using in the BRI project is the debt-

through different means, policies,

trap diplomacy—a strategy that

and control tactics, be it positively

China uses to ensnare nations with

or negatively. It is no surprise that

massive loans that they would not be

the BRI is a highly contested project

able to easily repay (Arafeh, O.,

that is said to be a strategy to gain

2018). Given the leverage that China

economic power over developing

has over the developing states that

countries and expand its influence

borrow from China, it can take

both in the region and in the world

advantage of these countries’

to compete with the United States

resources that China could benefit

and to gain its most desired power.

from. Consequently, instead of
allowing a country to pay back its

The promulgated goals of the BRI

debt through financial means, it has

include the promotion of common

to lease the investment the loan was

development and fostering an

used for or to snatch all collateral,

international system that is inclusive

which gives China economic power

through its infrastructure projects

and control over these countries.

and investments that other
developing countries can benefit

There have been critiques that say:

from. Despite these benevolent

“debt problems will create an

outlooks and objectives, it can be

unfavorable degree of dependency

said that given China’s reputation as

on China as a creditor.” (Glosserman,

an emerging global superpower, it is

B., 2020). As China has its hands

within China’s interest to use the BRI

around these countries that are in

as a geopolitical strategy to

debt to them, it exacerbates tensions

dominate the region and

internally and bilaterally. For the

economically challenge its rival

most part, China’s presence in these

country—the United States. There

BRI countries, through the debt-trap

are, thus, still strategic embodiments

diplomacy, can be said to pose a

that contradict China’s positive

huge threat to their political and

development goals shared with other

economic independence in the long

countries.

run. For instance, China has
persuaded the government of Sri
Lanka to consent
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to a 99-year lease for China to

The Belt and Road initiative,

operate in its strategic Hambantota

specifically its String of Pearls

port, while Greece similarly sold 51%

Theory, according to analysts, is said

of its port authority in Athens (Taj,

to threaten India’s national security,

H. 2019). Foreign loans and

trade, territorial integrity, and

accumulating debt of countries like

power projection. As such, India has

Sri Lanka and Greece could pose

been countering Chinese influence

serious threats to its economy and it

by building ports and coastal

could, in fact, be used by China to

surveillance radar systems,

gain economic, political, and military

signifying that it is in a

leverage over them.

disadvantageous position against
China and it does not favor its

Second, in connection with the debt-

influence over them.

trap diplomacy, China is also known
for its “String of Pearls Theory.” The

Third, China has the economic and

“String of Pearls'' are what they call

political ambition of exporting

the ports located around the Indian

influence over the region through

Ocean in which China has access to.

the BRI. Its strategy is said to be

These ports are what China could

grounded on the principles of “wide

use as a strategic weapon for

consultation, joint contribution, and

containing India and, at the same

shared benefits” (Zhang, Z., 2018).

time, projecting its power and

However, there is a significant gap

influence in the region and beyond.

between its benevolent ambition and

The major concern of the

its assertive or aggressive behavior

neighboring countries, especially of

that it has been portraying to the

India, is China’s naval expansion that

international community. With the

threatens numerous security issues

rapid political and economic growth

in the Indian Ocean. It is clear that

of China, it is only natural for States

through strategies like this, within

to attribute China’s strategies or

the BRI, China should have

moves to geopolitical consequences

something more to gain than these

and threats that it may bring.

countries that are supposed to be

Crucially, such a strategy would help

benefiting more from the projects.

counter the influence of the United
States through further integrating

6

THE INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS INTERNATIONAL SERIES

China into the regional and global sphere. Its image and power are therefore
bolstered as it develops and continues its Belt and Road Initiative.
“The rest of the world should stop responding to the BRI as though it were a
well-planned grand strategy and recognize it for what it is: an often
fragmented, messy, and poorly governed set of development projects.”
(Glosserman, B., 2020). I therefore endeavor to argue that despite the
favorable influence and impact that China’s BRI strategy could bring to the
developing countries, the negative repercussions still outweigh its benevolent
objectives. In essence, as Mr. Anu Anwar points out in the MCIS International
Experts Lecture Series, looking at China’s Belt and Road is indeed looking at
China’s rise.

References:
Arafeh, O. (2018). China’s Quiet Bid for Hegemony: The Belt and Road Initiative. McGill
Journal of Political Studies. Retrieved from https://mjps.ssmu.ca/2018/11/09/chinas
-quiet-bid-for-hegemony-the-belt-and-road-initiative/.
Zhang, Z. (2018). The Belt and Road Initiative: China’s New Geopolitical Strategy?. Research
Division Asia. Retrieved from https://www.swp-berlin.org/fileadmin/contents/products
/projekt_papiere/Zhang_BCAS_2018_BRI_China_7.pdf.
Glosserman, B. (2020). ‘Debt trap' diplomacy is a card China seldom plays in Belt and Road initiative. The Japan Times. Retrieved
from https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2020/09/01/commentary/debt-trap-diplomacy-bri-china/
Taj, H. (2019). China’s new Silk Road or debt-trap diplomacy?. Retrieved from https://globalriskinsights.co
m/2019/05/china-debt-diplomacy/
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MCIS INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS LECTURE SERIES: THE
LESSONS THAT LEFT ITS MARK

Mary Ysabelle Samantha A. Chikiamco and Clarisse Johanna O. Solis
The possibility of inviting speakers from across the world in normal
circumstances was, for students like us, unattainable. With the online learning
setup today, however, our dreams and vision suddenly turned into a reality when
the Miriam College Department of International Studies held its first online
International Experts Lecture Series via Zoom that began on 31 October and
concluded on 5 December 2020.
The lecture series was composed of powerhouse resource speakers who
discussed foreign policies of different states that are relevant to the Philippines,
and examined new Regionalism of selected regions.
8
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This certainly is one unexpected advantage of online classes during this
pandemic as it satisfied our hunger for knowledge and desire to journey into
different parts of the world from the comforts of our own home.
The challenges and issues in the international sphere between and among
States remains to be a concern, and the implications of their foreign policy
continues to be a subject matter worth pondering. Notably, China’s Belt and
Road Initiative and the United States’ Indo-Pacific Strategy have been
extremely intriguing foreign policy topics for students that were made clearer
through the profound lectures from a scholar and a diplomat. It was indeed a
different experience to hear actual facts and data, as well as to learn the
underlying values, of these strategies from experts themselves. On that same
note, the vision of Australia’s Indo-Pacific Strategy was also a perspective that
left the students even more aware of the country’s values and national
interests, as well as the difference of Australia’s foreign policy approaches
from other nations. These foreign policy lectures turned out to be extremely
valuable for us in grasping how and why these policies impact the Philippines,
why these states act the way they do, and what goals they want to achieve.
The lectures in the series extended beyond foreign policy of States as it delved
into a wider outlook of Regionalism which continues to shape the
international community. It was an incredible learning opportunity for us to
understand different facets of Regionalism, such as the barriers that hinder
regionalism in South Asia, the risks of hedging in Southeast Asia, the growing
significance of the Pacific in the international arena, and the institutional
development and transformation of the European Union. These were
discussed by distinguished experts from renowned universities around the
world, all of which were astoundingly inspirational.
The success of the lecture series radiated through the staggering number of
participants present in each lecture, with students and professionals alike
coming from the Philippines and different parts of the world. Indeed, the
experience, wisdom, insights, and knowledge that we gained from this lecture
series are incomparable as it left us with a rife of knowledge and a broader
understanding of foreign policy and regionalism.

9
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We feel extremely honored and blessed to be privileged enough to learn from
these remarkable and awe-inspiring resource speakers. Consequently,
watching from our screens and hearing such scholarly and intellectual insights
from them have truly motivated us to further ignite our curiosity and hunger
for knowledge and wisdom.
As our college years come to an end and as we work towards becoming future
leaders, experts, and practitioners, our resource speakers have come to be
another source of inspiration and motivation for us to have the same amount
of passion for learning and to be as competent as them. Most importantly,
we’ve come to realize that a bountiful of opportunities and possibilities will
open up if we make the best out of the current circumstances and maintain
that positive mindset and attitude towards learning.
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The Miriam College Department of
CHINA EXPERT
INAUGURATES
MCIS INTERNATIONAL

International Studies (MCIS) kicked
off its annual International Experts
Lecture Series via Zoom on 31
October 2020. This year’s event
focused on foreign policies of

EXPERT
LECTURE SERIES

Mary Ysabelle Samantha A.
Chikiamco

selected states with considerable
importance to Philippine security
and economic realities. The first
resource speaker to grace the event
was a China expert and geopolitical
analyst, Mr. Anu Anwar, who
discussed the centerpiece of China’s
geo-economic policy—the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).
Mr. Anwar, a Fellow at the Harvard
Asia Center and an Associate in
Research at the Fairbank Center for
Chinese Studies in Harvard
University, provided a
comprehensive analysis on why
China seeks the BRI, covering both
domestic and external factors. The
priorities of China in continuing the
BRI project is that, as he states, “to
build overall socio-economic
cooperation among countries; it is
more than just building roads,
railways, and port facilities.” Mr.
Anwar also emphasized that the BRI
project’s key objective is to forge
closer economic ties in the Eurasian
region.
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However, China has still been adamant in pursuing the project despite its
economic and political risks, as Mr. Anwar further stated. As such, he
addressed crucial issues such as the debt implications of the BRI in some
countries in South Asia and Africa, and the policy responses of other IndoPacific powers, such as the United States, Australia, India, and Japan to China’s
grand infrastructure project.
While listening to Mr. Anwar’s compelling discussion about the BRI project, it
was enthralling when he started to discuss the concerns of the United States
about the BRI of China because of the apparent tensions between the two
States and of how these partly affect the Philippines. Even with all the
controversial issues that China is facing, in terms of its power rivalry with the
United States and the influence that it has been aggressively asserting not
only in the region but also in the world, the audience was spellbound by how
Mr. Anwar was still able to deliver such a scholarly and impartial discussion
about the factors that compel China to develop and continue with its
infrastructure development strategy.
The engrossing lecture of Mr. Anwar took the audience into the forefront of
China’s foreign policy objectives as they gained a deeper understanding of the
external factors that continue to push the BRI forward. Some of which include
the Malacca Dilemma, in which China seeks to create alternatives for; the
image that China desires to strengthen and further spread; and the
internationalization of its yuan currency. It is by scrutinizing these factors
where one could unravel the true intentions and trajectory of the BRI. As a
matter of fact, Mr. Anwar mentioned at the end that “looking at China’s Belt
and Road is really looking at China’s rise,” and this sentence undeniably
captures the entirety of China’s objectives for the implementation of the BRI
that likewise corresponds with the main key takeaway in this lecture.
The audience, composed of 150 participants from different universities in the
Philippines, government agencies, international organizations, and private
institutions, threw in critical questions concerning China’s gains from the BRI,
the impact of COVID-19 to its implementation, the future prospects of China’s
flagship policy, and other geopolitical issues concerning China.
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It was riveting to hear Mr. Anwar as

with intellectual perspectives not

he succinctly and unequivocally

only on China’s BRI project but also

answered each question with great

on other geopolitical issues

expertise, showing his knowledge

concerning China.

and deep comprehension of the
issues regarding China that further
illuminated the audience.
Highlighting the main objective of
the event, Dr. Melanie Reyes, the
Chairperson of the Miriam College
Department of International Studies,
expressed her optimism that the
lecture series will significantly
contribute to elevating foreign
policy discourse among students and
professionals. On the other hand,
Ms. Jonalyn Villasante, head of the
lecture series organizing committee,
emphasized the importance of
bringing in different scholarly
perspectives to enable students who
will be future leaders and
practitioners to be critical thinkers
and well-informed decision-makers.
It was undeniably a perceptive
lecture by Mr. Anu Anwar that
allowed the audience, especially the
students, to deeply discover and
discern critical lenses about China’s
Belt and Road Initiative. This lecture
successfully inaugurated the
International Experts Lecture Series
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The International Experts Lecture
US INDO-PACIFIC
STRATEGY TAKES CENTER
STAGE AT THE MCIS

Series, spearheaded by the
Department of International Studies
of Miriam College, held another
timely foreign policy discourse
featuring the United States Indo-

INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS
LECTURE SERIES

Clarisse Johanna O. Solis

Pacific Strategy on 6 November 2020
via Zoom. Mr. Philip Roskamp,
Counselor for Public Diplomacy at
the US Embassy in Manila, discussed
this vital foreign policy. His lecture
was overwhelmingly attended by 230
participants from local and foreign
universities, different government
offices, international organizations,
and think tanks, among others.
Mr. Roskamp highlighted the
American values that underpinned
US Foreign Policies. Afterward, he
explained the strategy of the US in
the Indo-Pacific, elaborating more
on the US vision of a Free and Open
Indo-Pacific and the Three Pillars of
the said strategy, namely: (1)
economics; (2) good governance; and
(3) peace and security. Mr. Roskamp
also discussed the longstanding USPhilippine relations and how the US
Indo-Pacific Strategy can provide
more opportunities for cooperation
between the two countries.
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An engaging dialogue followed as

Thus, following the Indo-Pacific

several participants threw in

Strategy, the United States then is

questions in light of the topic’s

continuously working with its

relevance to domestic and regional

partners and allies to address the

security. Mr. Roskamp responded to

challenges that threaten the region.

all the questions insightfully, further
broadening the participants’

The lecture also provided the perfect

understanding of various issues

opportunity to learn more about the

concerning US foreign policy. Mr.

relationship between the US and the

Roskamp and former Ambassador

Philippines. The well-established

Laura Quaimbao-Del Rosario, Miriam

relationship between the two States

College’s President, also exchanged

made it possible to work together to

their ideas on the key issues crucial

promote the vision of a free and

for both the Philippines and the

open Indo-Pacific. The Philippines’

United States. The open forum

military alliance with the US

concluded with a positive note and a

provided the country support to

clamor to engage with Mr. Roskamp

enhance its military capabilities and

again in the future to continue such

increase security. Aside from that,

a critical foreign policy discussion.

the US is also helping the Philippines
improve its economy and facilitate

The entire lecture was thought-

good governance. All these efforts

provoking. The topic itself was very

are in line with the Three Pillars of

timely and relevant. Most especially

the US Indo-Pacific strategy.

because the Indo-Pacific region has
been finding itself face to face with

By the end of the lecture, the

different issues that threaten the

audience gained more knowledge

international community. These

and insight into one of the most

concerns threaten not only the

critical foreign policies of the US.

interests of those within the indo-

They learned that the very

pacific region but also the interests

foundation of the foreign policies of

of the US. As such, there is an

the US lies in its values, such is the

increasing need for States to work

case with the Indo-Pacific Strategy.

together against these threats that

The lecture also highlighted the

can potentially impact the economy

importance of strategies to achieve

and disrupt peace and security.

goals. Moreover, the lecture made it
clear
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that the US is not the sole actor in the strategy. Allies and partners of the US
also have their responsibilities to bear in promoting the vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific. The lecture was definitely an eye-opener as it led the
audience to understand how States, particularly the US, respond to threats
that both alarm the international community and its national interest through
their foreign policy.
Dr. Melanie Reyes, Chairperson of the Department of International Studies,
expressed her gratitude to Mr. Roskamp for providing the participants with a
strong grasp of the US Indo-Pacific Strategy. Also present at the event was
Prof. Jonalyn Villasante who arranged the lecture series. Both of them are
alumni of two notable US Exchange Programs—the International Visitor
Leadership Program (IVLP) and the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative
(YSEALI).
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The Miriam College Department of
AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMAT
CULMINATES MCIS
INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS

International Studies (MCIS)
culminated its International Experts
Lecture Series on Foreign Policy
with Mr. Greg Brown, the First
Secretary (Political) of the Australian

LECTURE SERIES

Hannah Francesca P. Constantino

Embassy in Manila, as Resource
Speaker. His lecture held on 4
December 2020 via Zoom was
overwhelmingly attended by 137
participants from various
universities and colleges in the
Philippines, government agencies,
think tanks, and non-government
organizations. This year’s lecture
series featured the foreign policies
of the United States, China, and
Australia.
In his lecture, Mr. Brown shared the
key aspects of Australia’s foreign
policy highlighting the country’s
values, national interests, and its
version of the Indo-Pacific Strategy.
In discussing the values that
underpin Australia’s foreign policy,
he emphasized that though Australia
has its own interests, it does not
impose its values on other countries
and respects international rules and
norms. The young diplomat also
discussed his government’s approach
to achieve a stable and prosperous
Indo-Pacific region. He shared that
Australia is improving its defense
posture and pursuing active
20
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diplomacy to advance its interests in the region. Acknowledging the
geopolitical realities happening in the Indo-Pacific, Mr. Brown explained the
dynamics of Australia’s relationship with the two competing powers in the
region – the United States and China. He also described Australia’s support for
ASEAN and the high priority that Australia places on its bilateral relations with
ASEAN countries.
Mr. Brown also updated the audience of the Philippine-Australia bilateral
relations underscoring the two countries’ economic, security, and people-topeople relations, among others. He opined that Australia and the Philippines
have always maintained a strong relationship. The two countries signed a
comprehensive partnership agreement. They also enjoy robust economic
relations. Australia and the Philippines are also security partners noting the
Philippine-Australia Visiting Forces Agreement. Stressing the importance of
the Philippines for Australia, Mr. Brown mentioned that the Australian
Embassy in the Philippines is one of Australia’s biggest embassies. He also
gladly announced that Australia and the Philippines will celebrate the 75th
Anniversary of their bilateral relations next year.
Inspiring the students taking up International Studies and related fields, Mr.
Brown provided background on his work at the Australian Embassy in Manila
and the numerous career paths that students can pursue in the future.
Mr. Brown’s lecture was followed by an engaging open forum which lasted for
about an hour. Participants took the opportunity of having him and asked
questions covering various topics such as the status of the Australia-China
relations, the direction of Australia-US relations under the Biden
administration, the benefits that the Philippines and other ASEAN countries
can derive from Australia’s Indo-Pacific Strategy, Australia’s role in managing
maritime disputes in the region particularly the South China Sea conflict, and
Australia’s post-Covid economic recovery plans. Mr. Brown competently
answered all the questions demonstrating his knowledge and expertise on
different issues concerning the Indo-Pacific region.
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Dr. Melanie Reyes, Chairperson of

Australia also believes that it wants

the Department of International

to pursue its national interests

Studies emphasized the importance

without being biased. Another

of discussing different foreign policy

concept that Mr. Brown has

issues for effective international

emphasized was regional

cooperation. She also expressed her

multilateralism. He has explained

gratitude to Mr. Brown for sharing

that this is a rather effective

his time and expertise with students

approach for states to achieve a

of International Studies in the

common aim. Towards the end of his

Philippines. Prof. Jonalyn Villasante,

lecture, he defined diplomacy as an

head of the lecture series organizing

exchange of information that is

committee, shared her key

designed to create shifts in relations

takeaways from Mr. Brown’s lecture.

as well as to achieve momentum.

In her concluding statement, Ms.
Villasante, an Australia Awards
scholar, briefly mentioned the
lessons that future practitioners can
learn from Australia’s engagement
with its neighbors and its unique
role as a middle power actor in the
international system.
The points discussed by the
Australian diplomat were indeed to
be pondered on. Mr. Brown said at
the beginning of his lecture that just
like the Philippines, a country that
values bayanihan, Australia also has a
central belief on utilitarianism. The
latter believes that being pragmatic
is important because it is a value
that does not let them impose their
beliefs on other countries as well as
showing respect for international
norms.
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The past is said to help the people
DEPARTMENT OF
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
KICKS OFF LECTURE

living in the present and the future,
to be able to live and learn without
having to endure the hardships of
the past. Some may say since the
past is already in the past, there’s no

SERIES ON REGIONALISM
WITH SOUTH ASIA EXPERT

Meryl Louise Guazon

sense to look back at history.
Looking at it from a scholarly
perspective, the past is still relevant
and will always be a part of us as it is
what shaped us, it is what helps us
learn in order to avoid mistakes that
had happened in the past.
The Department of International
Studies of Miriam College started its
International Experts Lecture Series
regarding Regionalism on the 21st of
November 2020. Dr. Lailufar Yasmin,
our Resource Speaker on South Asia
Regionalism from the Department of
International Relations of the
University of Dhaka had educated us,
shared her knowledge and expertise
in South Asia Regionalism. This was
the start of a four-part lecture series
that discussed Regionalism not just
in South Asia but also in Southeast
Asia, Europe, and the Pacific.
Dr. Yasmin started her lecture
entitled, “Old and New Regionalism:
The Well of the Past is too Deep in
South Asia” by introducing how the
Past is involved in shaping the
Future.
26
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Only a few can get past their past as

regionalism as an institutionalized

it keeps redefining the future. She

government that can access a region,

explained thoroughly how some

and regionalization meaning a

aspects are preventing the creation

political ambition of establishing

of a united South Asia. Dr. Yasmin

territorial control, she was able to

then presented the central argument

enlighten the audience on different

which is how South Asia is indebted

factors that made an impact with

to their past where partitions had

regards to regionalism and

happened which now resulted in this

regionalization within this strategic

environment full of untrust. Dr.

region. Different organizations were

Yasmin also discussed the India and

also discussed such as The South

Pakistan rivalry which also made

Asian Association for Regional

other countries irrelevant as the

Cooperation (SAARC), and the

India and Pakistan rivalry

Association of Southeast Asian

overshadowed neighboring

Nations (ASEAN). After Dr. Yasmin’s

countries. She also made sure to

comprehensive lecture, an open

include some of the exogenous

forum was then initiated by the host.

factors such as colonial legacies,

Around a number of 100 participants

partition of regions, as well as the

from different universities in the

competition between the United

Philippines and government agencies

States and China and how it affects

started to send in their questions to

the South Asian region.

be able to have an expert feed their
curiosity regarding South Asia and

A part of the lecture is about the

some issues that relate and affect

Global and Regional Governance

the region and vice versa. The open

where she pointed out that not

forum further showed Dr. Yasmin’s

everyone has a similar interest even

knowledge and insights about

in maintaining peace as well as

different issues with regards to

security. It is also discussed how the

South Asia.

Cold war was able to bring back a
new system for cooperation, this is
where the New Regionalism was then
revived. She also was able to discuss
different concepts of a region, ,

27
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Ending the open forum, the Graduate Program Coordinator of the Department
of International Studies, Prof. Lorna Israel, highlighted the importance of Dr.
Yasmin’s lecture. Prof. Jonalyn Villasante, on the other hand, thanked Dr.
Yasmin for generously sharing her scholarly insights and knowledge about
South Asia Regionalism as well as other relevant and important issues about
the region. The Department of International Studies appreciates the presence
of Dr. Yasmin for willingly sharing and enlightening the audience of her
knowledge which will be very helpful to everyone who attended the lecture.

28
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The statement “It’s the small things
THE THIRD MCIS
REGIONALISM LECTURE: A
GATEWAY TO

that make the most difference” is
one of the many beliefs that all of us
have heard before. It’s a lesson that
teaches us that the little things we
usually overlook are significant

UNDERSTANDING THE
REGIONALISM TRENDS IN

because they build-up to the big
things. The same message was
highlighted during the third

THE PACIFIC

regionalism lecture of the

Anne Nicole C. Ruivivar

International Experts Lecture Series
which focuses on the small nations
located in the Pacific region.
The lecture was graced by the
Pacific expert, Dr. George Carter, a
Research Fellow from the Australian
National University who specializes
in the fields of Geopolitics and
Regionalism. Dr. Carter enriched the
minds of the audience through his
expertise on the region’s history,
political development, and the
trends and challenges that are
happening in the Pacific. In his
lecture titled “Pacific Regionalism:
Small States Engagement with Big
Issues”, Dr. Carter expounded on the
growing importance of the Pacific on
the international stage as the rivalry
between Great Power states thicken
and countries all over the globe
continue to strive for a higher status
in the international social hierarchy.
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Dr. Carter began his lecture with an explanation of the demography of the
Pacific and how it affects its status in the global order. He emphasized that
the Pacific is one of the most diverse regions in the world, being home to
fourteen nation-states and nine territories that are scattered over an area
equivalent to about 15% of the earth’s surface. The region has great cultural
diversity with about 1,500 languages that are spoken by 12 million people. To
Dr. George Carter, the region was so diverse that it “cannot be painted with
one stroke”. He then explained the growing interest of many powerful states
such as China and the United States in the region. China seeks to be an
economic partner of the small and far-flung Pacific Island countries while the
US, although shares the same democratic belief with the Pacific Island nations
seeks to expand their partnership to contain China’s rise. Clearly, the
competition between these two Great Power states has reached the territories
of the small islands in the Pacific and proved the strategic importance of these
tiny states in the international affairs paradigm. Professor Lorna Israel, the
Graduate Program Coordinator of the Department of International Studies,
agrees with the speaker that small states like the Pacific Island nations pose
important answers to the big questions of the 21st century.
Dr. Carter was also able to discuss the different Pacific Island Forums that
were held over the years. According to him, in 2014, a framework for Pacific
Regionalism was released to which the forum leaders envisioned the Pacific
region as a “region of peace, harmony, security, social inclusion, and
prosperity so that all Pacific people can lead-free, healthy and productive
lives.” In the following years, due to the “changing dynamic of the geopolitical
environment and security landscape” in the region, the forum leaders released
declarations that calls for “stronger and cohesive regional security
cooperation and coordination.“ Dr. Carter also emphasized that climate
change remains the single greatest threat to the livelihoods, security, and
wellbeing of the people of the Pacific considering that sea levels in the region
are rising at an alarming pace as a consequence of climate change.
After the enlightening lecture, the virtual stage was opened to accommodate
questions from the audience that were answered by the expert speaker. In a
scholarly manner, Dr. Carter addressed all the burning issues concerning the
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Pacific such as the role and
responses of the Pacific states in
dealing with regional security issues
and challenges. After the intellectual
exchange of dialogue between the
audience and the international
expert speaker, Prof. Jonalyn
Villasante highlighted the key
takeaways from Dr. Carter’s lecture
and ended the discussion with a
positive note: “Despite the
challenges faced by this region,
man-made or not, the essence of
regionalism in the Pacific is the
belief that the only sustainable path
is when all countries in the region
progress together.” She then
thanked the more than 100
participants who attended the
lecture, and Dr. George Carter for
sharing his knowledge and expertise
on the subject which surely
benefitted all of the participants.
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Our home region, Southeast Asia
INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS
LECTURE SERIES FOCUSES
ON OUR HOME REGION

enjoys the stability of having a
minimal conflict and with a civil
society that is strong and vibrant,
However, Southeast Asia’s
geopolitical position is put to test as

WITH SOUTHEAST ASIAN
EXPERT

Kaira Monique B. Valenton

the hegemonic rivalry between the
United States’ and China continues.
Choosing sides or not is indeed a
challenge. How will Southeast Asia
balance its relationship against one
great power over the other? Will it
join the bandwagon with China or
will it come up with a hedging
strategy that will maintain its
friendly relations with China and
alliance with the US? These are the
big questions, and the point of the
discussion that our speaker, Dr. Ja
Ian Chong vigorously answered.
On the 27th of November 2020, The
International Experts Lecture Series
spearheaded by the Department of
International Studies of Miriam
College continued its Regionalism
Series via Zoom. Sharing his
expertise on Southeast Asia
Regionalism, Dr. Ja Ian Chong of the
Department of Political Science of
the National University of Singapore
graced the second session of the
lecture series.
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In his well-argued presentation,

actions, and foster integration to

Challenges of Not Choosing Sides:

reduce tension between the rival

Southeast Asia Under the Shadow of

states.

Major Power Competition, Dr. Chong
discussed the increasing competition

Following an enlightening and

between the United States and

insightful lecture, Dr. Chong

China, and the risks of hedging

competently answered all the

which is the dominant foreign policy

questions that several participants

strategy of ASEAN countries in

threw in. The engaging open forum

dealing with the US-China rivalry.

further accentuated Dr. Chong’s

He discussed in a comprehensive

extensive and scholarly perspective

lecture on why there is a Hegemon,

on Southeast Asia regionalism and

Confusion, Contestation in the Asia-

other issues besetting the region.

Pacific countries particularly

This was no surprise since Dr. Chong

between the leading and non-leading

is a prominent scholar of

states. He examined the

International Relations and foreign

consequences of hedging both to

policy and has contributed in these

“non-leading” states in the region

fields through his award-winning

and “leading” states like the US and

books and articles published in

China. He argued that there is a

reputable journals, edited volumes,

pressure on regions on whose sides

and newspapers.

to choose between the United States
and China as they have a growing

More than 100 participants from

competition for regional followers.

different sectors here and abroad

He further argued that choosing

attended the said lecture. They were

sides between the US and China is

warmly welcomed by Prof. Lorna

not risk-free and can be alone

Israel, the Graduate Program

problematic. He looked through non-

Coordinator of the Department of

leading states as they have a

International Studies. In her opening

significant collective effect in

remarks, she emphasized that states

shaping these major powers’

should know how to navigate their

competition. However, amidst

way amidst the great power

contestation and fight for hegemony,

competition. Highlighting the main

non-leading states can value

points of the discussion and

cooperation, encourage collective
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concluding the event, Prof. Jona Villasante discussed the practical aspects of
Dr. Chong’s lecture in foreign policymaking, Professor Villasante reiterates the
analysis and insights of Dr. Chong having practical values that will help us to
avoid misrelate our cards under the shadow of the major power competition
and thank him for sharing his time and expertise on a topic that is important
to Filipinos being part of Southeast Asia.
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The final session of this year’s
EXPERT DISCUSSES
EUROPEAN REGIONALISM
AT THE MCIS

International Experts Lecture Series
on Regionalism organized by the
Department of International Studies
of Miriam College was graced by Mr.
Kritzman Caballero, a Lecturer at the

INTERNATIONAL EXPERTS
LECTURE SERIES

Martina Luisita L. Dela Vega

European Studies Program of the
Ateneo de Manila University. His
lecture held on 5 December 2020 via
Zoom culminated the series with an
insightful discussion on European
regionalism and Russia’s foreign
policy. This year’s regionalism
lecture series focused on
regionalism in Southeast Asia, South
Asia, Europe, and the Pacific.
The lecture of Mr. Caballero, The
Political Economy of Regional
Integration: Examining the European
Union (EU) and the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) Experience,
provided the participants with a
strong background on the
institutional development and
transformation of the EU. He
detailed the various factors which
paved the way for the region’s
successful economic, political, and
social integration. He also discussed
another regional organization led by
Russia, the EAEU which aims to
economically integrate Europe and
Asia. Mr. Caballero talked about the
history, characteristics, institutions,
and policies of the EAEU.
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He started the discussion by pointing out that Europe has always been
fragmented, emphasizing that both the World War 1 and 2 have created
divisions among the states in Europe. He, then, laid stress on the emerging
changes in technology which have assisted in the rise of new kinds of
diplomacy. Moreover, he accentuated the difference between the EU and
EAEU wherein the former is focused on flourishing its economic, political, and
social objectives globally while the latter is limited by its economic objectives
while focusing on the EU region only.
He pointed out that the Eurasian Economic Union had a rocky road to
integration, hence, there are a lot of challenges that they had to face before
successfully coming up with their agreement. He, then, highlighted that
despite the challenges that confront both the EU and the EAEU, the logic for
its economic integration remains strong given that the member states still
have their historical ties with one another. Such occurrence is not new to
international relations since wars and disputes have been transpiring since
time immemorial, producing gaps and misapprehension between the
relationships of different countries.
Completing the entire European regionalism landscape, Mr. Caballero also
generously provided the audience with a background on Russia’s foreign policy
focusing on its new Foreign Policy Concept and National Security Strategy. He
discussed that the aforementioned policy has become more ambitious as
Russia has started to gain economic and political power, and primarily the
reason why it cultivates its relationship with the EU which is an economic
organization. Furthermore, he underscored that the policy was still, in fact,
unclear, and that the objectives were yet to be finalized, albeit, it is clear that
Russia’s foreign policy aims to broaden its international influence and
relations. During his entire presentation, Mr. Caballero gave a critical analysis
of the various forces shaping European regionalism.
His thought-provoking lecture was followed by an engaging open forum where
Mr. Caballero sharply answered all the queries asked by the participants
covering political, economic, social, and security issues confronting the
region. Such questions were able to help in addressing the remaining issues
that were still lingering on the minds of the audience. Mr. Caballero’s lecture
was
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overwhelmingly attended by more
than 150 participants from the
academic, government, and nongovernment sectors. His
presentation was well-appreciated
by the audience who gained
immensely from his expertise on the
subject matter.
Prof. Lorna Israel, the Graduate
Program Coordinator of the
Department of International Studies,
expressed her gratitude to Mr.
Caballero for sharing his knowledge
and insights on the EU which is an
important topic for scholars of
Regionalism. She highlighted that
through the years, there have been a
lot of changes in the European
regionalism that did not only affect
the region itself but also the
different states all around the world.
Prof. Jonalyn Villasante, who
spearheaded this year’s lecture
series, formally closed the event by
commending the faculty and
students of the Department of
International Studies for initiating
the lecture series and all the
remarkable experts who made it a
successful venue for knowledge
exchange.
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WHAT IS FOREIGN
POLICY? WHY IS IT
RELEVANT UP UNTIL NOW?
Foreign Policy is generally a set
of objectives that helps guide
relationships of one country to
another. It helps build interaction
and starts activities with other
countries whether through
bilateral or even multilateral
platforms. Foreign Policy is also a
part of diplomacy as countries
talk, meet, make agreements and
initiate engagements in order to
solve international problems
which is why Foreign Policy is
still and will stay relevant.

HOW DO COUNTRIES
SHAPE ONE’S FOREIGN
POLICIES? WHERE DO THEIR
POLICIES COME FROM?
Policies includes all there is to
develop and pursue their own
national interests as it exchanges
talks with other countries. A
country’s national interests are
what shapes their policy which is
mainly economic, military,
cultural, basically their
ambitions.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

HOW DOES FOREIGN POLICY CONNECT
TO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS?
Foreign Policy specifically is a policy pursued by
countries in order to deal with other nations. It is
designed to be able to achieve national interests and
objectives while also interacting with other countries to
come up with solutions when it comes to international
problems. International Relations on the other hand is a
term where relationships between countries can be
explained. Under IR are theories and concepts to help
analyze relationships and understand foreign policies.

HOW DOES ONE’S COUNTRY’S FOREIGN
POLICY AFFECT THE OTHER?
Foreign Policy is made from the national interest of one
country, it includes aspects like military, trade, financial
capability, environment, culture, and even human rights.
Not all countries want the same thing, some countries
might even have to compromise in order to have good
relationships with one country even though one part of
their foreign policy is not in favor of the other.

WHY SHOULD STUDENTS STUDY
FOREIGN POLICIES?
Students, especially those who are in the field of Global
studies, International Studies, International Relations,
Diplomacy, and other courses which are similar to these,
should be able to learn and understand different points of
foreign policy such as its roots, where it came from, how
it came about, where the people from a particular country
is coming from, why they want to pursue a specific policy.
This helps not just students but everyone to understand
that there are countries existing in other parts of the
world and all of them have their own interests and
ambitions and that through relationships with other
countries, these needs are met. Because of foreign policy,
it can lead to beneficial and valuable exchanges. And by
studying foreign policy, students can also be an
instrument one day in making policies.
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PUZZLES AND GAMES

HISTORY
ECONOMICS
POWER
CHINA
POLITICS
STRATEGY
ASIA
EUROPE

FOREIGN POLICY
REGIONALISM
HEGEMONY
AUSTRALIA
INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION
RUSSIA
SECURITY
UNITED STATES
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ACROSS
3 This region is composed of fourteen nation-states and nine
territories and is one of the most sought-after regions by many
big and powerful states.
4 This strategy was outlined in 2017 at the APEC CEO Summit
held in Vietnam by former President Donald Trump.
5 Physical (geographical) and functional spaces8 the action of
governing and/or ruling over a state.
10 States with realistic potential to lease & establish order
11 process of change towards increased cooperation, integration
and identity in various fields such as culture, security,
economic development with a particular geographical space.
12 The condition of having or being composed of differing
elements.
13 Word used to describe the dominance and/or power of a
group more than the others.
14 This paper explains how the government is investing in
Australia’s defence capabilities to strengthen Australia’s
security.
15 An institutionalized intergovernmental coalition that
controls access to a region.

DOWN
1 World War 1 and 2 has created _______ among states in
Europe.
2 A region composed of eleven (11) countries and is generally
divided into “mainland” and “island” zones.
6 Refers to national security or alignment strategy, undertaken
by one state toward another, featuring a mix of cooperative and
confrontational elements.
7 This initiative, proposed in 2013, aims to widdens China’s
connectivity to the world.
9 These are states unable to become predominant in the
international system.
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