
 

A Message from the AEO Director 

Greetings of joy and peace from the Alumni Engagement Office!   

This is the third issue of the joint newsletter from the Miriam AEO and the 

Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association since the AEO establishment in October 

2018, and it is a happy occasion for me to be sharing with you once again good news about 

the alumni and Miriam communities. 

As Miriam College marked the end of school year 2018-2019, AEO and the MMCAA 

welcomed close to a thousand new graduates from the college and graduate programs, 

the high school, middle school and the MAE to the alumni family.  As they spread out to 

diverse workforces or continue to work towards their higher dreams in Miriam and other 

institutions, I know they are joining a wonderful community of women and men who never 

cease every day to create positive differences among people they meet in their journeys. 

AEO is proud to serve the alumni community and to create opportunities for continuing growth and mutual support.  We 

thank all who have supported Miriam and the AEO initiatives.  We hope we can always work together in ways that will 

make us proud of our Alma Mater and her, of us.  

MC PRIDE 

Outstanding MC Alumnae inspire at the 2019 Graduation Ceremonies 

Miriam College alumnae inspired hundreds of graduates as 

commencement speakers at the recently concluded graduation 

ceremonies of SY 2018-2019. Each of them shared personal stories of 

resilience and courage, and most importantly how their Miriam College 

education played a vital role in shaping their work, advocacies, and the 

people they have become today. The outstanding alumnae who were 

invited to speak were Josefa Consunji-Reyes (COL 1968), Director of 

Semirara Mining and Power Corporation, for Miriam Adult Education, 

Carolyn Dagani (SAID HS 1988, COL 1991), Deaf Advocate and President of 

the Philippine Federation of the Deaf, for MC Southeast Asian Institute for 

the Deaf, Farah Ghodsinia (GS 2005, HS 2009) Peace Ambassador to the President and Founder of Children of Mindanao, 

for Miriam College High School, Liza Morales-Crespo (GS 1986, HS 1990), Principal of Liza Crespo Ecotecture, for the Miriam 

College Middle School, Priscilla Florentino (COL 1968), CEO of Music Museum Company, Inc. for MC Nuvali and Mona Lisa 

Lee Serrano (COL 2000) of Marcus  & Millichap Encino for the Higher Education Unit.  



Alumna in the Spotlight: Peace Advocate Farah Ali Ghodsinia (GS 2005, HS 2009) 

The most recent Alumna in the Spotlight focuses on peace advocate, youth 

leader and Knoller Farah Ali Ghodsinia. She recently came home to Miriam 

College as the 2019 High School Graduation Commencement Speaker, and her 

speech highlighted how a young millennial can be involved at the global level 

in promoting the universal value of peace. Watch her four part series on 

https://www.mc.edu.ph/alumni as she has a conversation with two incoming 

MCHS Student Council leaders Mia Baltazar and Michelle de los Santos on a 

variety of issues. Their youthful conversations touch on being students, 

leaders, and social media followers.  

Alumna Sophia Dianne C. Garcia Urges Stronger UN Action to Protect Women 

“Indeed, we have a long way to go.”  These were the words of Sophia Dianne 

“Soda” C. Garcia (GS 2007, HS 2011, College 2015) in her call to action at the 

United Nations Security Council meeting in April 2019 to commemorate the 

20th anniversary of the UN Security Council Resolution 1325.  In her remarks 

before the UN Security Council, Sophia highlighted the challenge of 

increasing women’s participation in peace building in the Philippines. Soda 

shared the experience of the Young Women+ for Peace and Leadership 

which she coordinates in mobilizing and training 4000 young people from 

over 30 provinces.  She urged the UN and the national government to invest 

in opportunities to deepen their training on peace education and human 

rights and engage them in conflict prevention. 

Alumnae appointed to key positions in Miriam College 

We are proud to announce that two outstanding alumnae have been appointed to 

key positions in Miriam Colleg. Dr. Jasmin N. Galace (COL 1985) has been appointed 

as Vice President for Academic Affairs. She has been working in MC for 30 years and 

has served her alma mater in various leadership capacities, including being the 

current Associate Director of the Center for Peace Education. Sofia Soledad D.G. de 

Guzman (HS 1995) has been appointed as Assistant Principal for Student Affairs of 

Miriam College High School. She has been with MC for 14 years as a teacher and 

supervisor in both BEU and HEU. She has also served her alma mater in various key 

committees, centers and projects. 

Three alumni recognized at 2019 Gawad Tanglaw Awards 

At the 2019 Gawad TANGLAW Awards, three Maryknoll/Miriam alumni 

were recognized for their outstanding work in media and the arts.  

Angel Jacob (HS 88, COL 92) is the host of the CNN program Leading Women 

that won the award for Best Women’s Program.  Leading Women is a CNN 

program focusing on successful women shedding light on their lives and 

work. On the Philippine strand, Angel has shown admirable ability to engage 

with women who have excelled in diverse fields of work, including social 

entrepreneurs, movies, media, writing, and business. 

 

https://www.mc.edu.ph/alumni


Also recognized in this years TANGLAW Award were Iza Calzado (HS 99) as best actress in a Drama Series, Ngayon at 

Kailanman.  Iza had previously received major local and international awards and is also an advocate for positive body 

image, a prime issue among young Filipino women.   

Celeste Legaspi (COL 71) continues to shine on stage and film.  In this year’s award, Celeste was recognized as Best Actress 

for her performance in Mamang, which also won the Jury Award for Best Film. 

Congratulations to all! May your stars continue to shine.  

MC GIVE 

First Alumni Recollection explores Miriam Spirituality 

Recognizing and appreciating the “role of Mary in the Mission of Christ” 

was the main theme of the first alumni recollection.  Held on April 14, 

Palm Sunday and organized by the Alumni Engagement Office with 

guidance from the Miriam Identity, Spirituality and Mission Office 

(MISMO), the recollection brought light to the ways of the Blessed 

Mother as the “greatest disciple” and to her response to the challenge 

of the Good News. Sister Nenita Tapia shared her mission experiences 

as a Maryknoll Sister. 

The recollection was made doubly special with a Message from the 

Maryknoll Sisters in New York. Through the facilitation of Sister Teresa 

Dagdag, MM, the Maryknoll Sisters expressed their solidarity and unity with the recollection participants and sent their 

loving hopes to all as we pursue our own mission. The prayer is uploaded on the alumni website.  

HS 1971 sponsors APO musical for the benefit of the Maryknoll Sisters 

MCHS Batch 1971 came together for an afternoon of fun and entertainment as 

they sponsored a show of the “Eto na! Musikal nAPO!” at the Maybank 

Performing Arts Theater last March 10. Proceeds from ticket sales will go to the 

Maryknoll Sisters. 

A promo material depicting Mother Mary Joseph displayed during the show was 

designed by the Miriam College Marketing and Communications Office (MCO), 

and was done in coordination with the Alumni Engagement Office and the class 

representative, Dr. Nora Cortez. MCHS 1971 will be celebrating their Golden 

Jubilee in 2021. 

Homecoming Hosts MCHS 1994 give back to their alma mater 

MC Alumni are all abuzz with fundraising activities for the school in time 

for their Silver Jubilee. Headlining these efforts is MCHS 1994 who are 

the Homecoming Hosts for 2019. Their product line includes 

commemorative MC-themed scarves, water bottles, limited edition glass 

clocks, and rain jackets.  

For inquiries, email mchspinkbatch94@gmail.com and visit the website. 

Proceeds from the sale of these items are for their Homecoming program 

and the building of a new Math Room on campus.  
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MCHS 1995 raises funds for MC’s DREAMS programs 

As a fundraiser for the Alumni Homecoming of Miriam College High School Class 

of 1995 in 2020, a limited number of commemorative plates featuring two of the 

works of renowned Filipino artist, Mauro Malang Santos, were produced. These 

are “Family,” 1997 and “Vendor,” 1971. (Please note that only “Vendor” plates are 

available as of this posting). Proceeds of the fundraiser will be dedicated to the 

school’s program specifically in the promotion of its D.R.E.A.M.S. (Design-

Robotics-Engineering- Arts- Math-Social Responsibility) program for girls which is 

lodged under the MC Henry Sy Sr. Innovation Center and the High School unit. For 

inquiries, contact Michelle Reyes-Navarro, 0920-9627717. 

MCHS 1996 collaborates with Crate&Barrel for their fundraising  

Their Silver Jubilee may be two years away, but MCHS 1996 feels that is 

never too early to start fundraising. The class partnered with Crate&Barrel 

Philippines to help meet their goals for their Silver Jubilee on September 

2021.For the entire day of April 10, Crate& Barrel SM Megamall gave a 

20% discount on all regular priced items. A percentage of the sales will go 

to the MCHS scholarship program. The event was attended by batch mates 

and their families and friends, including a couple of MCHS scholars who 

were invited to the event. 

 

MC CONNECT 

AEO and MMCAA Welcome 1000+ 2019 Miriam Graduates 

The Maryknoll/Miriam alumni family is growing!  More than 1000 

graduates were welcomed to the fold this month by the Alumni 

Engagement Office and the Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association. 

This year’s welcome featured a slight departure from those of previous 

years. In addition to the traditional induction ceremony, a more personal 

and interactive touch was introduced.  

As a way of generating perspectives from the newest members of the 

family, the graduates were asked how they felt about having been Miriam 

students and now as Miriam alumni. Among the 370 Middle School 

graduates, “God-fearing, faithful, and respectful” were the top answers. 

The large contingent of 609 High School graduates described themselves 

as “goal-oriented, socially conscious, and confident”. On the other hand, the Nuvali High School graduates thought Miriam 

taught them to be “responsible, independent, and determined.”  In rounding up their Miriam experience, the 83 MAE 

students expressed their desire to continue having the school’s support as they venture into the workplace and to keep 

their connections with one another. This year’s batches also selected their respective class representatives who will be 

asked to act as Miriam’s and MMCAA’s links with their peers. 

Welcome to the alumni community, Miriam Graduates of 2019! 

  



The MMCAA 40th Anniversary Video 

The MMCAA commemorates their 40th anniversary by launching a video about the Association. This video gives us a 

glimpse into the MMCAA’s history as well as the impact it has made to the institution they proudly call their alma mater. 

Wherever we are, wherever we'll be, faithful we'll always be to thee. 

Click here to access the video: http://www.mc.edu.ph/alumni/news/ArticleID/1367/mmcaa 

#40YearsofGalingMC #MMCAAat40 

HOMECOMING UPDATES 

I aMConnie and I aMCharitable 

Connie Del Rosario-Escudero, known onscreen as Connie Sison, graces our TVs almost 

everyday, bringing relevant news and information via three GMA-7 shows, namely: Unang 

Hirit, Balitanghali and Pinoy MD, with the occasional Special News Coverage peppering 

her routine.  Starting June, Connie debuts in her first radio program on health and wellness 

under DZBB.   Serving our nation in her own way as a purveyor of Truth in her 22 years in 

the Broadcasting Industry (12 and counting with GMA; 10 with ABS CBN and 8 months 

with Studio 23 and SNN – now ANC), she credits her FORTITUDE and DEDICATION to her 

elementary years (4th to 6th grade) at Maryknoll College, where she imbibed the values 

of PERSEVERANCE, KINDNESS and CHARITY. 

Maintaining close ties with her MC friends through the years, Connie got wind of the 

IaMCHS94 fundraising efforts for the Math Lab Endowment as the Homecoming Queens 

in this year’s grand alumni homecoming, “I aMComing Home”.  A hobbyist painter, she 

thought of selling glass art clock reprints of her work “Amor Incondicional” (Unconditional 

Love), generously pledging to donate P70,000 from the proceeds of the sale of 100 of the PERPETUA glass art clocks to 

the IaMC94 Math Lab Endowment Fund.  She immediately set out to find the right suppliers to jumpstart production and, 

at the time of this article’s publication, there are only about 20 pieces left of these Limited Edition glass clocks. 

We got to know more about Connie the painter and the Knoller, and how she is truly #IaMC with her #IaMCharitable ways.  

Q:  When did you start painting? 

C:   In 2009.  Due to stress, I needed an outlet and bought painting materials.  I started 

with painting abstracts.  I experimented with colors…then textures.  Then I started 

drawing nudes. 

Q:  Pls. tell us more about your connection with the “Mother and child” imagery. 

C:   Ever since I became a mom, I have just been drawn to it. (Connie is a mother to 3 

daughters) 

Q:  What values did MC impart to you while you were growing up? 

C:  Perseverance.  As a transferee, I remember having to persevere not just to be able 

to fit in with my group of friends, but also in making sure my grades were at par with MC standards.  Not to mention, I 

was also at the phase where I was trying to find myself.  Being kind was always at the top of my list.  And luckily for me, 

MC’s values centered on the good qualities of the Mother of Christ; her faith in the Lord is just awe-inspiring.  To this day, 

I try to be Christ-like as a woman.  Though it’s never easy, I continue to persevere in having a deeper relationship with our 

Lord, until I become all that God intends me to be. 
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Q:  How did you get involved in the MCHS94 fundraising efforts? 

C:  I learned about it from either Rebie (Ramoso) or Leah (Araos-Castillo).  I don’t usually sell my paintings because painting 

is just my hobby.  In fact, I feel insecure about selling my artwork because I never had any formal training.  It overwhelms 

me when people appreciate my work, so whenever there are benefit fundraisers, I readily donate so I can make good use 

of my talents.  If there’s anything I can do in my own small way to help, I do it as part of my commitment to God. 

Q:  What other charities/advocacies are you involved in? 

C:  I am currently working with Vision Help International Care, an NGO that houses abandoned children in Morong and 

Antipolo, Rizal.  We also undertake feeding programs, dental and medical missions in Tondo from time to time.  My 

husband and I also help send kids to school through World Vision.  I also support the different programs to help build 

schools via the GMA Kapuso Foundation. 

I look back on my life and I know none of my blessings came from my own effort but only by God’s grace.  I will always be 

grateful to our Lord for leading me in every situation in my life.  As a way of giving back for all my blessings, I try to support 

different organizations that I can help in my own little way. 

It is truly remarkable to note that the three years Connie spent within the halls of our alma mater have influenced her 

deeply and greatly, multiplying tenfold in years of witnessing Christ.  With Mama Mary as her role model in having 

unwavering faith in God, remaining steadfast and striving to be Christ-like always, her endeavors on and off-cam are 

noteworthy and continue to make our Blessed Mother proud.   

# # # 

Charitable. Compassionate. Complete. Capable. These are just some of the attributes that others “C” (see) in a Knoller. In 

recognition of this myriad of Core Values that unite Maryknoll and Miriam alumnae into one character imprint, this year’s 

Silver Jubilarians (MCHS 94) have chosen “IaMC” to be the central theme for this year’s Grand Alumni Homecoming. 

Succinct and all-encompassing, “IaMC” is a dynamic tribute to all of us who were lovingly honed by our alma mater to be 

our best version of ourselves.  On September 7, 2019, all roads lead to the Marian Auditorium because #IaMComingHome 

to where we all started. Come home with us. Come home to MC. 

EDITORIAL 

The Maryknoll Spirit and God’s love made visible with MMCAA’s 40th Year Presentation of “Tales of the Manuvu”  

by Dr. Gail Reyes-Galang, MMCAA Treasurer and Department Chair of the Graduate Program - Family Studies 

When one hears the phrase, “Making God’s love visible”, the Maryknoll 

Missionaries - especially the conduct of how they engage in community 

service, immediately comes to mind. Among their concerns is positive action 

for indigenous people, with some members even devoting their lives to 

defending the rights of these brethren, and saving Mother Earth.   

Perhaps it was for these reasons that it didn’t take a lot of convincing for the 

Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association (MMCAA) to embark on its 

biggest project ever: a special showing of “Tales of the Manuvu”, Ballet 

Philippines’ iconic rock opera ballet at the Cultural Center of the Philippines 

(CCP) on March 24.  

  



The project was special for so many reasons: (1) it was the 40th anniversary of MMCAA from the time it was incorporated 

in 1979; (2) it was the 50th anniversary of the CCP of which Margie Moran-Floirendo (College BA 1968) is the current 

Chairperson; (3) “Tales of the Manuvu” was choreographed and directed by National Artist for Dance and MC alumna 

Alice Reyes (HS 1958); (4) this rock-ballet is a creative re-telling of the cultural tales of indigenous people from Southern 

Philippines which featured OPM icons like Boy Camara, Celeste Legaspi (College COMM 1971), Hajji Alejandro, Leah, 

Navarro, and Anthony Castelo, with current theater and OPM names Shiela Valderrama, Lorenz Martinez, Poppert 

Bernadas and the Radiactive Sago Project starring in the MMCAA show; and (5) Manuvus (or Manobos) and other 

indigenous people (referred to as Lumads) were the chosen beneficiary of the MMCAA.   

The March 24 matinee had more than just the Manobo origins story to tell. In recent 

years, Lumad youth have been going to Manila to fight for their right to education, 

with the help of the Save Our Schools Network, and continue their studies in its Bakwit 

School. Some of these students met with the MMCAA board and shared that mining 

companies with vested interests in their ancestral lands had caused them - via threats, 

harassment and intimidation - to abandon their communities. With much passion and 

conviction, these young people performed and shared their stories with a rapt 

audience at the CCP. 

This MMCAA project was wholeheartedly supported by the MC community. Proceeds 

of the GalingMC Job Fair organized by the College and held on January 28 - with the 

participation of 35 firms, including alumni-owned and/or -led companies, formed the 

seed money for the “Tales of the Manuvu” show buy. Families from the CSC, Lower 

School, Middle School, High School, and College bought tickets to the show or donated so that the Lumad students can 

watch the show themselves at the CCP.  

 With this, the MMCAA wishes to thank all those who made God’s love visible through Tales of the Manuvu, and for giving 

the space for the stories of the Manobos to be heard.   

 

We Need Your Help, Alumni!  

#1 Be counted!  

We are currently working on enhancing our alumni database. 

Drop by the MC website, click on Alumni, and fill out the 

UPDATE FORM so we know your updated contact details. This 

way, you can regularly receive newsletters like this and 

announcement on MC Alumni Events.  

  



#2 Share your Stories 

We will soon open a blog portion on the website which will feature 

vignettes of moving and relatable stories of our alumni. Together, let’s 

build the MC Alumni Community. Your rich experiences on life, career, 

love, parenting, health, death, and other nuggets of wisdom will surely be 

appreciated by other alumni all over the world. Email us at 

miriamcollegealumni@gmail.com  

#3 Answer our Needs Assessment  

Also in the works is a Lifelong Learning Program for our alumni, where we 

organize relevant talks on life’s milestones like ageing, wellness, career 

building, etc. We need your help in answering a Needs Assessment Form 

so we can get your insights on the topics that would interest you the most. 

We will keep you posted when the online survey is available.  

#4 Contribute Items to the NEW MC Museum!  

The MC Museum and Gallery of Women’s Art (GAWA) is moving to a new, 

permanent place! We’d like to keep our precious MC memories alive by 

seeking your help in collecting artifacts for a more meaningful exhibition. 

If you would like to learn more about the artifacts needed by the school, 

please email us at miriamcollegealumni@gmail.com  

CONTACT DETAILS 

Miriam College Alumni Engagement Office (AEO):  +632 4359266 | miriamcollegealumni@gmail.com  

Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association (MMCAA): +6329306272 local 1187 | alumni@mc.edu.ph  
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