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Good morning!  

I was so excited when your principal, Ms. Luwi asked me to be the commencement speaker for 

the middle school graduation. The prospect of speaking in front of 369 - 12 or 13 year olds, when I have 

a 13 year old myself, was something I found so exciting...so I immediately told my Francesca the news. 

Her reply: "Oh mom, that's not really a big deal, we usually just sleep thru those speeches." So my dear 

Miriam girls, my goal today is to keep you awake and I hope I succeed. 

I started writing this speech on March 15 at the lobby of St. Luke's Global. Been waiting anxiously 

for my 70 year old father who had gone in for a heart procedure. It has been 3 hours and we are all still 

waiting. My thoughts during this time, swung from introspection to worry and back. Knowing that there 

is a possibility that that kiss I gave my father before he was wheeled in to the operating room at 7 am, 

could well be my last. I couldn't help but surmise how precious life is.... how we are all transients on this 

earth. I have then begun to ask myself: Have I done enough to make the world a better place?  

Right now, I run 5 different corporations. Three of these companies hope to help preserve the 

earth for future generations. The remaining two provide jobs for communities which have limited 

opportunities for livelihood. I guess you can say that even if they are all admittedly for profit businesses, 

they are all tied to an advocacy of mine. I could not, for the life of me, just engage in a business where the 

measure of success can be measured by money alone. As the foundress of the Maryknoll sisters, Mother 

Mary Joseph Rogers, had said: "Love, tenderness, consideration and thoughtfulness for others, that is 

what should characterize us." Whenever I am approached to mentor confused young entrepreneurs 

hoping to kickstart a business, I always start out by asking them to find their "Why". What is your Why? 

My Why can be different from your why. Your raison d'etre...your reason for existing. My Why is to make 

this world a better place. For some women their why could be to raise God fearing children. For others, it 

may be to find a cure for cancer. This "Why" is what would be your true north, your compass, that will 

help you navigate life's complicated paths with all its twists and turns. Whenever you have to make 

complicated decisions such as: "What Strand should I take?" or "Why do I have to do my homework?" This 

"why" will help make every decision a lot easier. Your life can take you to unexpected places, and as long 

as you hold on to your "why" you will never lose your way. 



 

 

I want to ask how many of you girls have cut class? Don't be shy, your parents are all the way in 

the back and they won't know you raised your hand. I cut class once during my entire high school life. 

However, if you ask my friends, that one time doesn't really count because I did it when we really didn't 

have classes anymore and we were just doing our graduation practice. It was really no big deal, we just 

went to Shakeys and what was then known as Tia Marias right across Katipunan. I had succumbed to peer 

pressure. Was it worth it? No, not really. Unfortunately, you are all growing up in the world of the internet. 

When one act of misdemeanor could go viral on Facebook, and as you all know the internet is forever. I 

would like you all to bear that in mind, and I could say this to you now having gone thru some stupid 

mistakes myself and as they say hindsight is 20/20, that I wish you all could live a life you could be proud 

of. 

One of the many things I am grateful for with my Maryknoll education, is that I grew up thinking 

and knowing that "Anything they (meaning those on the other side of the fence) can do, we can do 

better.". My parents further reinforced that belief. Growing up with 2 brothers, they made sure I didn't 

get any special treatment. I remember when I was 10 years old and fighting with my brothers... we were 

about to wrestle it out. My dad saw and I thought he was going to get upset. But to my surprise, the only 

thing he told us was "Whoever cries first, loses." And wrestle it out we did. That was the last time my 

brothers invited me to a wrestling match...of course those were my glory days, when I was still way taller 

than both of them.  

"Do it with passion or not at all.” Is a mantra I live by day in and day out. One afternoon, during 

the peak of summer, my dad saw me playing basketball with my brothers at the small makeshift basketball 

court in our garage. I was 12 years old. During halftime, I told my dad I wanted to be a professional 

basketball player. He then told me to keep playing for the next 3 hours. I did play, but I was 30 minutes 

short of 3 hours. It was just too hot to play under the scorching summer sun. My dad then told me "If you 

were truly passionate about something, the amount of time you spend doing what you love is immaterial." 

I am grateful that he taught me that lesson, because we don't really see too many 5 foot Asians in the 

WNBA. 

I often get asked what traits should a woman exemplify at this day and age? Grit and Grace. Grit 

and Grace. My mom is the best example. She's tough as a cookie... ran a business and raised 3 kids all by 

herself while my dad was finishing his Master’s degree in the states. Grit: perseverance. resilience. 

Standing up for what you believe is right. Not letting anyone make you feel any less of a human being. 

And of course Grace. Because at the end of the day, you are all products of a Maryknoll or Miriam 

education.  

One last thing, I grew up at a time when everyone believed that failure is not an option. Going 

thru my life’s challenges, I realized this was wrong. You can try to do your best -- and still fail -- in class, at 

work, in your marriage. And that's not the end of the world. The best lessons in my life have come from 

quote unquote ‘failures’. I just needed to shift my mindset and be humble enough to ask “What lesson 

does God want me to learn here?” So you can pick up the pieces and start over and avoid making the 

same mistakes. Turn those failures into successes.  



 

 

So my dear young ladies, all 369 of you, I hope that you are all still awake at this point. And if I 

have managed to make you ask yourself the question today: "What is my Why?" then my work on this 

earth is done. 

Lead onward, heavenward Miriam, God's blessings be yours from above.  

May you all have a good morning and thank you.  

 

 

 


